A sudden and marked rise followed by an equally sudden and marked fall in the incidence of gonorrhoea (Hilton, 1961) . (5) 111 (11) 175 (17) 195 (27) 187 (24) 254 (27) Total .
92 (30) 69 (18) 160 (28) 243 (51) 276 (55) 252 (68) 348 ( (5) 10 (1) 10 (3) 17 (7) Rotlherham 25 and Over 9 (2) 6 (1) 12 (1) 23 (8) 24 (4) 36 (5) 58 (5) Total 12 (2) 9 (2) 17 (5) 27 (14) 35 (6) 46 (9) 77 (18) 15-19
I (1) 0 (1) 20-24 5 (0) 3 (0) 5 (1) 6 (1) 29 (6) 12 (3) 10 (0) (4) 16 (2) 33 (5) 55 (8) 27 (4) 12 (5) Total ..
(I)
19 (4) 22 (4) 39 (6) 87 (24) 40 (8) 22 (6) [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] (2) 0 (4) 3 tl) 2 (2) 6 (2) 10 (14) 6 (10) 20-24 12 (4) 11 (1) 12 (7) 12 (3) 50 (16) 57 (24) 18 (9) Doncaster 25 and Over 52 (15) 44 (17) 46 (5) 51 (11) 110 (28) 96 (24) (King, 1958) , the rises in gonorrhoea in the areas described are inseparably associated with increasing immigration, and to a less extent with promiscuity, most noticeable among teenage females, and with a rising incidence of relatively resistant strains of gonococci.
This study also shows that, where an immigrant population diminishes, the local infection rates fall, and that this is reflected in the proportion of teenage females infected. Furthermore, it has been shown that in the face of an increasing percentage of relatively insensitive strains an increase in routine penicillin dosage is accompanied by a fall in the percentage of failures and relapses. Clinical control is paralleled by a fall in the percentage of relatively insensitive strains found in the laboratory. Such treatment has played a part in the fall in total infections in Barnsley and Doncaster, but its value has been swamped by the rising immigration in Sheffield and Rotherham. The influence of other factors at work, e.g. the Street Offences Bill, is not yet clear.
Summary and Conclusion
The study of an epidemic of gonorrhoea in four clinic areas confirms the view that the factors at work are immigration, promiscuity, and a high percentage of relatively insensitive strains of gonococci. The last can be controlled by adequate treatment with penicillin. As the influence and incidence of immigration and the relative insensitivity of gonococci diminish, the gonorrhoea rates fall.
